
Divested From Russia, Divest From Israel Too! 

War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity Justify Divestment 

 

 

 

Atrocities and War 
Crimes   

Russian War Crimes Against 
Ukrainians 

Israeli War Crimes Against  
Palestinians 

 
 

Refugees and 
Internally Displaced 

Persons 
 

Ukrainian Refugees 2014 
•Displaced: 2,000,000 (29) 
 

Ukrainian Refugees Apr. 2022 
•Refugees: 4.3million -10% 
•Displaced: 6.5million 15% (1) 
 
%= Percent of population  

Palestinian Refugees 1948 
•750,000 Palestinian refugees (53%) flee or 
are expelled in the Nakba. (The Catastrophe} 
(2) 
Palestinian Diaspora 2021Approx.7,000,000 

Palestinian Refugees 2020 
•More than 1.5 million live in 58 Palestinian 
refugee camps- Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Gaza 
Strip, West Bank and East Jerusalem. (3) 

 
 

Ethnic Cleansing: 
Cities, towns and 

villages obliterated 
and uninhabitable 

 
 

Ukrainian Towns and Cities March 2022 
Destruction in cities & towns have led 
to untold deaths & injuries: 
•Mariupol, Kyiv, Kharkiv, Borodyanka, 
Sumy, Bila Tserkva (4) 
•Mar. 24, Claims of 402,000 Ukrainians 
(82,000 are children) forcibly removed 
to Russia. (5) 
•Mariupol, 90% of residential buildings 
damaged or destroyed by intense 
bombardment. (30) As many as 20,000 
people have been killed. (6) 

Palestine 1948 
•Israeli forces attacked major Palestinian 
cities and reduced 530 Palestinian villages to 
rubble, killing many inhabitants and forcing 
or frightening survivors to flee. (2) 

Palestine 1967 
•During & after the Six-Day War, Israeli 
forces expelled & displaced 420,000 
Palestinians from their West Bank & East 
Jerusalem homes.  
•Israeli military & settlers have occupied 
these areas. (7)  

 
 
 

Targeting of 
Civilians 

Feb-Mar.11, 2022 
•549 Civilians killed & 957 maimed in 
indiscriminate attacks 
•29 attacks on health care facilities 
•Schools & nurseries also attacked. (8) 
•Civilians extrajudicially executed.   (9)  

Mar. 2018-Dec. 2019  

Gaza Border March of Return 

IDF snipers atop elevated earth berms fire 
on unarmed Palestinian demonstrators 
•36,143 Palestinians are injured, including: 
•8,800 children 
•7,951 wounded by gunfire, many lose limbs 
•214 killed (46 are children) (10) 

 
 
 

Atrocities and 
Massacres 

Bucha, Ukraine Apr. 29, 2022 
•Bodies of hundreds of civilians who 
were tortured, executed, shot in the 
back; women raped & children killed; 
Russian soldiers identified. (11) 
•Apr. 3, Cases of deliberate cruelty, 
torture, rape and murder against 
Ukrainians in custody of Russian forces 
(12) 

War on Gaza 2014 
•2,251 Palestinians killed, in total 
•1,462 Palestinian civilians killed, including 
551 children & 299 women  
•11,231 Palestinians injured (3,540 women 
& 3,436 children) (13) 
•122 families lost anywhere from 3 -25 
family members in single incidents. (14) 

 
Blockade, Siege and 

Withholding of 
Humanitarian Relief 

Mariupol Blockade Mar.-Apr. 2020 
•Russian forces block relief shipments 
to Mariupol & “humanitarian corridor” 
allowing civilians to escape. (15) 
•Red Cross prevented from evacuating 
civilians. (16) 

15-Year Blockade of Gaza 
•Israeli land, sea, & air blockade/closure of 
Gaza (collective punishment of 2 million 
people) causes poverty, unemployment, 
food insecurity, limited medical care, and 
lack of other essential goods & services. (17) 
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Atrocities and War 
Crimes 

Russian War Crimes Against 
Ukrainians 

Israeli War Crimes Against  
Palestinians 

 
 

Targeting of 
Journalists 

 

Ukraine Feb. 24 -Mar. 23, 2022 
•148 instances of targeting journalists.   
•5 journalists killed & 7 wounded (18) 

. War on Gaza Jun-Aug. 2014 
•17 Palestinian journalists killed (19) 

Occupied Territories 2018 -Apr. 2022 
•2 Palestinian journalists killed  
•144 wounded & beaten in Gaza, the West 
Bank & East Jerusalem during weekly Friday 
protest marches (20) 

  
 

Occupation and 
Annexation 

 
 

Ukraine Feb. 28, 2014 
Russia annexes Crimea which had been 
transferred to the Ukraine by the USSR 
in 1954. (21) 

Occupied Territories 1967-2021 
Since the end of the 1967 Six-Day War 
•250+ illegal settlements built in the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem on occupied 
Palestinian land. 
•600,000 to 750,000, Israeli settlers now 
reside in the Occupied Territories. (22) 
•Syria’s Golan Heights annexed 1981 (23) 

 
 

Damage and 
Destruction 

of Housing, Schools, 
Factories and Other 
Civilian Structures 

 

Ukraine Feb.-Mar. 2022 
Damaged, destroyed or seized: 
•4,431 residential buildings,  
•92 factories & warehouses, 
•378 schools (25) 

Palestine 1948-2020 
•At least 130,000 homes and other 
structures have been demolished (farm 
buildings, mosques, schools) (28) 

War on Gaza -2014 
 Damaged or destroyed: 
•18,000 housing units  
•80,000 homes/properties needing rehab 
•209 schools 
•3 universities severely damage (26) 

 
 

Damage and 
Destruction of 

Hospitals, Health 
Clinics, Aid Stations, 

and Ambulances 
 

Ukraine Mar. 2022 
•70 separate attacks by Russian forces 
on hospitals, ambulances, and doctors 
with numbers increasing on a "daily 
basis.” (24) 
•138 healthcare institutions have been 
damaged, destroyed or seized. (25) 

War on Gaza 2014 
 Destroyed or damaged: 
•16 hospitals, 
•56 clinics (26) 

Gaza May 2021  
Israeli air strikes severely damage 
•4 health ministry-run hospitals  
•2NGO-run hospitals  
•2 clinics,  
•1 health centre 
•1 Red Crescent Society facility (27) 

 
 

Damage and 
Destruction of 

Essential 
Infrastructure 

 

Ukraine Feb. 24 -Mar. 24 
Infrastructure damage: 
•$63 billion estimated value.  
Damaged, destroyed or seized: 
•12 airports 
•7 thermal and hydroelectric power 
plants. (25) 

War on Gaza 2014: 
Multiple bombings of single power plant:  
•Power outages 22hrs/day 
•Reduced operation of water, desalination 
& sewage treatment plants 
•63 water facilities damaged & 23 
destroyed. (26) 
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Endnotes 

1.  How many Ukrainians have fled their homes and where have they gone? 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-60555472 

2.  Destroyed Palestinian Villages 
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/palestineremix/maps-and-data-visualisations.html 

3.  Palestine refugees 
https://www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees 

4.  “Ukrainian cities see massive destruction” 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2022/ukraine-before-after-destruction-
photos/ 

5.  “Ukraine says Moscow is forcibly moving to Russia” 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/ukraine-says-moscow-is-forcibly-moving-civilians-to-russia 

6.   “Over 10,000 civilians killed in Mariupol siege, mayor says” 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/over-10000-civilians-killed-in-mariupol-siege-mayor-says 

7.  The Second Nakba: Displacement of Palestinians in and after the 1967 Occupation 
https://orientxxi.info/magazine/the-second-nakba-displacement-of-palestinians-in-and-after-the-
1967-occupation,1875 

8.  “Russian attacks on civilian targets in Ukraine could be a war crime: UN rights office.” 
.https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1113782 

9.  “Ukraine: Russian forces extrajudicially executing civilians in apparent war crimes—new testimony” 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/ukraine-russian-forces-extrajudicially-
executing-civilians-in-apparent-war-crimes-new-testimony/ 

10.  Two Years On: People Injured and Traumatized During the “Great March of Return” are Still 
Struggling (UN Palestinian Rights Committee) 
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/two-years-on-people-injured-and-traumatized-during-the-
great-march-of-return-are-still-struggling 

11.  “Ukraine singles out Russian soldiers for atrocities in Bucha” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/29/world/europe/bucha-russian-soliders-atrocities.html 

12.  “Ukraine: Apparent War Crimes in Russia-Controlled Areas” 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/03/ukraine-apparent-war-crimes-russia-controlled-areas 

13.  “2014 Gaza Conflict” 
https://www.unrwa.org/2014-gaza-conflict 

14.   “Israel’s mass killing of Palestinian families in Gaza” 
https://imeu.org/article/israels-mass-killing-of-palestinian-families-in-gaza 

15.  “Ukraine says Russia is blocking aid to Mariupol, civilians still trapped” 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-blocking-mariupol-aid/31781075.html 

16.  Red Cross says its team is being held close to Mariupol in Ukraine” 
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/red-cross-says-its-team-travelling-mariupol-was-stopped-
now-being-held-2022-04-04/ 

17.  “In focus: The effects of Israel’s tightened blockade on the economic and humanitarian conditions in 
the Gaza Strip” 
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/focus-effects-israel-s-tightened-
blockade-economic-and 

18.  “Journalists targeted 148 times by Russia during war: Report” 
https://www.newsweek.com/journalists-targeted-148-times-russia-during-war-report-1692113 

19.  “17 Journalists Killed in Gaza Since Beginning of Israeli Aggression.” 
https://imemc.org/article/68964/ 
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20.  Israel-Palestine: Four years of violence against Palestinian journalists covering ‘March of Return’ 
protests  
https://rsf.org/en/news/israel-palestine-four-years-violence-against-palestinian-journalists-
covering-march-return-protests 

21.  Crimea’s Annexation by Russia – Contradictions of the New Russian Doctrine of International Law 
https://www.zaoerv.de/75_2015/75_2015_1_a_167_194.pdf 

22.  Israeli Settlements  

https://www.bloomberg.com/quicktake/israeli-settlements 
23.  The Golan Heights and the Perils of “Defensive Annexation” 

https://www.justsecurity.org/63491/the-golan-heights-and-the-perils-of-defensive-annexation/ 
24.  Ukraine war: WHO says attacks on health facilities are rising daily 

https://www.bbc.com/news/health-60866669 
25.  “Destruction to Ukraine’s infrastructure estimated at $63B” 

https://www.constructiondive.com/news/war-damage-russia-ukraine-infrastructure-cost-63-
billion/621564/ 

26.  "Report of the detailed findings of the Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza Conflict" 
(pp. 154-157) 

27.  Massive destruction: Israeli strikes drain Gaza’s limited health services 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/17/israeli-strikes-gaza-health-system-doctors-
hospitals 

28.  Israel’s Demolition of Palestinian Homes: A Fact Sheet 
https://icahd.org/2021/04/20/the-demolition-of-palestinian-homes-by-israel-a-fact-sheet/ 

29.  How to think about war in Ukraine 
https://snyder.substack.com/p/how-to-think-about-war-in-ukraine?s=r 

30.  “Chilling footage shows a devastated Mariupol” 
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2022/04/04/mariupol-destruction-drone-footage-lon-orig-
mrg.cnn 
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